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To the beloved and deplored memory of her who was the inspirer,
and in part the author, of all that is best in my wrilings — the friend
and wife whose exalted sense of truth and right was my strongest
incitement, and whose approbation was my chief reward — T dedicate
this volume. Like all that I have written for many years, it belongs
as much to her as to me; but the work as it stands has had, in a very
insufficient degree, the inestimable advantage of her revision; Some
of the most important portions having been reserved for a more careful
re - examination, which they are now never destined to receive. Were
I but capable of interpreting to the world one half the great thoughts
and noble feelings which are buried in her grave, I should be the
medium of a greater benefit to it, than is ever likely to arise from
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anything that I can write, unprompted and jsted by her all but
unrivalled wisdom.

The sole end for which mankind are warranted, individually or
collectively, in interfering with the liberty of action of any of their
number, is self - protection. The only purpose for which power can be
rightfully exercised over any member of a civilized community, against
his will, is to prevent harm to others. His own good, either physical
or moral, is not a sufficient warrant. He cannot rightfully be compelled
to do or forbear because it will be better for him to do so, because it
will make him happier, b , in the opinions of others, to do so
would be wise or even right. There are good reasons for remonstrating
with him, or reasoning with him, or persuading him, or entreating him,
but not for compelling him, or visiting him with any evil in case he do
otherwise. To justify that, the conduct from which it is desired to deter
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him, must be calculated to produce evil to some one else. The only
part of the conduct of anyone, for which he is amenable to society,
is that which concerns others. In the part which merely concerns
himself, his independ is, of right absolute. Over himself, over his
own body and mind, the individual is sovereign.

It is, perhaps, hardly necessary to say that this doclrine is meant to
apply only to human beings in the maturity of their faculties. We
arc not speaking of children, or of young persons below the ages which
the law may fix as that of hood or wc hood. Those who are
still in a state to require being taken care of by others, must be protected
against their own actions as well as against external injury. For the
same reason, we may leave out of consideration those backward states
of society in which the race itself may be considered as in its nonages.
The early difficulties in the way of spontaneous progress are, so great,
that there is seldom any choice of means for overcoming them and
a ruler full of the spirit of improvement is warranted in the uvse of any
expedients that will ‘atlain an.end, perhaps otherwise unattainable.
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Despolism is a legitimate mode of government in dealing with barbarians
provided the end be their improvement, and the means jusiified by
actually eflecting thal end. Liberty, as a principle, has no application
to any state of things anterior to the time when mankind have become
capable of being improved by free and equal discussion. Until, then,
there is nothing for them but implicit obedience to an Akbar or a
Charlemagne, il they are so fortunate as to find one. But as soon as
mankind have attained the capacily of being guided to their own
improvement by conviction or persuasion (a period long since reached
in all nations with whom we need here concern ourselves), compulsion,
cither in the direct form or in that of pain and penaliies for non-
compliance, is no longer admissible as a means to their own good and
justifiable only for the security of others.

It is proper to state that I forgo any advantage which could be
derived to my argument from the idea of abstract right, as a thing
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independent of utility. I regard utility as the ultimate appeal on all
ethical questions; but-it musi-be utility in the-largest sense, grounded.-
on the permanent interests of man as a progressive being. Those
interests, I contend, authorize the subjection of individual spontaneity
to external control, only in respect to those actions of each, which
concern the interest of other people. If anyone does an act hurtful' to
others, there is a primé facie case for punishing him, by law or, where
legal penalties are not safely applicable, by general disapprobation.
There are also many positive acts for the benefit of others,’ which he
may rightfully be compelled to perform; such as, to give evidence in
a, court of j Jjustice; to bear his fair share in t.hc common defence, or in
any other JDlIlt work necessary to the interest of the society of which
he enjoys the protection; and to perform ceitain’ aéts of individual
beneficence, such as saving a fellow creature’s life or interposing to
protect the defenceless against ill-usage, things which whenever it is
obviously a man’s duty to do, he may rightfully be made responsible to
society for not doing. A person may cause evil to others not only by his
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actions but by his inaction, and in either case he is Jjustly accountable
l’to them for the injury. The latter case, it is true, requm: a much more
_cautious exercise of compulsion than the former. ‘To make anyone
‘anawerable for doing evil to others, is the rule; to make him answerable
for mot preventing evil, is, paratively speaking, the exception.
'Yet therc are many cases clear enough and grave enough 1o justify
that exception.

_ “First, the inward domain of consci ; d g liberty of
comscience, in the most comprehensive sense; hberty of t.hought and
feeling; absolute freedom of opinion and sentiment on all subjects,
practical or speculative, scientific, moral or theological. The liberty
of expressing and publishing opinions may seem to fall under a different
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principle, since it belongs to that part of the conduct of an individual
which concerns other people; but being almost of as much importance
as the liberty of thought itself, and resting in great part on! the same
reasons, is practically inseparable from it. Secondly, the principle requires
Iiberty of taste and pursuits; of framing the plan of our life to 'suit
our own character; of doing as we like, subject to such consequences
.as may follow : without empediment from our fellow-creatures, so long
as what we do does not harm them, even though they should think
our conduct foolish, perverse, or wrong. Thirdly, from this liberty of
each individual, follows the liberty, within the same limits, of combination
among individuals; freedom to unite, for any purpose not involving
_harm to others, The persons combining being supposed to be of full
age, and not forced or deceived.
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No society in which these liberties are not, on the whole, respected,
is free, whatever may be its form of government; and none is completely
frec in -which. they do not exist absolute and unqualified. .The only
freedom which deserves the name, is that of pursuing our own good in
our own way, so long as we do not attempt to deprive others of theirs,
or impede their efforts to obtain it. Each is the proper guardian of his
own health, whether bodily or mental and spiritual. Mankind are
greater gainers of suffering each other to live as seems good to themselves,
than by compelling each to live as seems good to the rest.

. If all mankind minus one, were of one opinion, and only one person
were of the contrary opinion, mankind would be no more justified in
il g that one p , than he, if he had the power, would be justified
in sxlcncmg ma.nlund .. (Man) is capable of rectifying his mistakes by
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discussion and experience. Not by experience alone. There must be
discussion, to show how experience is to be interpreied. Wrong opinions
and practices gradually yield to fact and arguments: but facts and
arguments, to produce any effect on the mind, must be brought before
it. Very few facis are able to tell their own story, without comments
to bring out their meaning. The whole strength and value, then, of
human judgment, depending in the one property, that it can be set
right when it is wrong, reliance can be placed on it only when the
means of setting it right are kept constantly at hand. In the case of
any person whose judgment is really deserving of confidence, how has it
become so ? Because he has kept his mind open to eriticism of his
opinions and conduct. Because it has been his practice to listen to all
that could be said-against him; to profit by as much of it as was just,
and expound (o himself, and upon occasion to others, the fallacy of
what was fallacious. Because he has felt, that the only way in which
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a human being can make some approach to knowing the whole of a
subject, is by hearing what can be said about it by persons of every
variety ol opinion, and studying the modes in which it can be looked
at by every character of mind. No wise man ever acquired his wisdorm
in any mode but this : nor is it in the nature of human intellect to
become wise in any other manner. The steady habit of correcting
and completing his own opinion by collecting it with those of others,
80 far from causing doubt and hesitation in carrying it into practice,
is the only stable foundation for a just reliance on it; for being cognisant
of all that can, at least obviously, is said against him, and having taken
up his position against all gainsayers - knowing that he has Sought
for objections and difficulties, instead of avoiding them, and has shut
out no light which can be thrown upon the subject from any quarter —
he has the right to think his judgment better than that of any person,
or any multitude who have not gone through a similar process”.
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“There was once a man named Socrates, between whom and the
legal authorities and public opinion of his time, there took place a
memorable collision. Born in an age and country abounding in
individual greatness, this man has been handed down to us by those
who best know both him and the age, as the most virtuous man in it,
while we know him as the head and prototype of all subsequent teachers
of virtue, the source equally of the lofty inspiration of Plato and the
judicious utilitarianism of Aristotle ‘i maestri di color chesanno’ the two
headsprings of ethical as of all other philosophy. This acknowledged
master of all the eminent thinkers who have since lived — whose fame,
still growing after more than two thousand years, all but outweighs
the whole remainder of the names which make his native city illustrious —
was put to death by his countrymen, afier a judicial conviction, for
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impiety and immorality. Impiety, in denying the gods recognised
by the State; indeed his accuser asserted (see the Apologia) that he
believed in no gods at all. Immoralily, in being by his doctrines and
instructions, a ‘corruptor of youth’. Of these charges the tribunal,
there is every ground for believing, honestly found him guilty, and
condemned the man who probably of all them born and deserved best
of mankind, to be put to death as a criminal”.

“What here concerns us is, that this religion, like other and better
religions, has its martyrs; that its prophet and founder was, for his
teaching, put to death, by a mob; that others of its adherants lost their
lives by the same lawless violence; that they were forceibly expelled in
a body, from the country in which they first grew up, while now that
they have been chased into a solitary recess in the midst of a deseat,
many in this country openly declare that it would be right (only that
it is not convenient) to send an expedition against them, and compel
them by force 1o conform to the opinions of other people. The article



\AV
b Sl ant et AV Slel o pealY o g8
el il o ol b 8 o ety ¢ I i G L
Lely Oy gay ¢ Sy Sl SUS e € ) cade OTJA ¢ ol
b G s a6 ¢ el ikl Orddl e 4
o ¢ el G o il Oy i g Bl palS ol
¥l Caadld Ma gty o ol L Tae n 5Tt &
Lails ane paitn 6 Jo o Bty 20 T oo Gy ¥ 43 ¢ B2t
Jﬁ?l@&ﬁﬁcc:..él;l.ésidaaid)\éﬁlg&‘xdﬁspp
A B il lin OF 5705 0F de ey 1in my . pIYH Ln 28
cadl pule aiy AW g W gay ¢ griab] pams LI
z._\,e.c,:.l,Lwli,.cl,;,luas;,.fmsg'igowl,n.ugohn,
G gay . g S Al € a5 Sl e O ¢ el La
diisll o Juts ¢ oW1 Gedlae a1 O StV STU Y o

of the Mormonite doctrine which is the chiel provocative to the
antipathy whish thus breaks through the ordinary restraints of religions
tolerance, is its sanction of polygamy, which though permitted to
Mahomedans and Hindoos and Chinese, seems to excite unquenchable
animosity when practised by persons who speak English, and profess
to be a kind of Christians. No one has a deeper disapprobation that
I have of this Mormon Insiitution : both for other reasons, and be-
cause, far from being in any way countenanced by the principle of
liberty, it is a direct infraction of that principle, being a more riveling
of the chains of one half of the community, and an emancipation of
the other from reciprocity of obligation towards them. Still, it must
be remembered that this relation is as much voluntary on the part of
the women concerned in it, and who may be deemed the sufferer
by it, as is the case with any-other form of the marriage institution,.
and however surprising the fact may appear, it has its explanation in
the common ideas and customs of the world which, teaching women



\AK
Sy i) i w3 O Al e Sl i o
o gizee — o] ¢ Ll Il (8 O o ¢ty oy o 078
Saef )Y « e e Ol &I W o ¥ — Bl
O 36 ¢ 0 gmprn abl S WIS (o (il s o (8 Jam
kst A baky bl lin JS gapad bl 6 guanll
O8G § lyaly ¢ opfMiine ST o sty ¢ Juall anizh
omall o0 0 ¢ 20 Obadd Bls 03 0 Bl ST 2381 o (b
O Ba Jhall o pgrie e — szl T V) — T s o e
o b e sVl it Y IS UL <ol o b e W
 pre Jron Ol gl Il 5 Ve AISH 2 A1 glam g ccpnl
— W e § e ¢ ol jan oo 4 — s S B G
b ol Ma s — Tdeo b oY o LE Gl 25 O
Al G M) Bt o5 by W et Sy stey
U e G Y @l Y T Y] ¢ Lt bia el mjd’ic,
o Ol cpdl pla by ¢ Bl Gy b il o 0np oS O G

to think marriage the one thing needful, make it intelligible that many
women should prefer being one of several wives, to not being a wife’
at all. Other countries are not asked to recognize such unjons or release
any portion of their inhabitants from their own laws on the score of
Maimonite opinions. But when the di ients have ded to the
hostile sentiments of others, far more than could justly be demanded:
when they have left the countries to which their doctrines were unac-
ceptable, and established themselves in a remote corner of the earth,
which they have been the first to render habitable to human beings:
it is difficult o see on what principles but those of tyranny they can be
prevented from living there under what laws they please, provided they
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commit no agression on other nations, and allow perfect freedom of
departure of those who are dissatisfied their ways. A recent writer, in
some respects of considerable merit, proposes (to use his own words)
not a crusade, but a “curlizade’ against the polygamous community to
put an end to what seems to him a retrograde step in civilization. It
also appears so to me, but I am not aware that any community has
a right to force another to be civilized. So long as the sufferers by the
bad law do not mvoke assistance from other communities, I cannot
admit that p 2} d with-them ought to step in
and require that a condmon of things with which all who are directly
interested appear to be satisfied, should be put an end to because it
is"a scandal to persons some thousands of miles distant, who have no
part or concern in it. Let them send missionaries if they please to preach
against it, and let them by any fair means (of which silencing the teachers
is not one) oppose the progress of similar doctrines among their own
people.

If civilisation has got the better of barbarism when barbarism
has the world to itselfit is too much to profess to be afraid last barbarism,
after having been fairly got under, should reirve and conquer civilisation
A civilization that can thus b to its vanquished enemy, must
first have become so degenerate, that neither its appointed priests and
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teachers, nor anybody else, has the capacity, or will take the trouble,
to stand up for it. If this be 3o, the sooner such a civilization reccives
notice to quit, the better.

It can only go on from bad to worse, until destroyed and regenerated
(like the western Empire) by energetic barbarians.

The only proof capable of being given that an object is visible, is
that people actually see it. The only proof that a sound is andible is
that people hear it; and so of the other courses of our experience. In
like manner, I apprehend, the sole evidence it is possible to produce
that anything is desirable, is that people do actually desire it. If the
end which the utilitarian doctrine proposes to itself were not, in theory
and in practice,acknowledged 10 be an end,nothing could ever convince
any person that it was so. No reason can be given why the general
happiness is desirable, except that each person, so far as he believes
it to be attainable, desires his own happiness. This, however, being
a fact we have not only the prool which the case admits of, but all
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which it is possible to require, that happiness is a good:that each person’s
happiness is a good 1o that person, and the general happiness, therefore,
a good to the aggregate of all persons. Happiness has made out its
title as one of the ends of conduct,and consequently one of the criteria
of morality.

But it has not, by this alone, proved itself to be the sole criterion.
To do that, it would scem, by the same rule, necessary to show not
only that people desire happiness, but that they never desire anything
clse. Now it is palpable that they do desire things which in common
language are decidely distinguished from happiness. They desire, for
example, virtue, and absence of vice, no less really than pleasure and
the absence of pain. The desire of virtue is not as universal, but it is
as authentic a fact as the desire of happines. And hence the opponents
of the utilitarian standard deem that they have a right to infirm that
there are other ends of human action besides happiness and that
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happiness is not the standard of approbation and disapprobation.
But does the utilitarian doctrine say that people desirc virtue, or
maintain that virtue is not a thing to be desired? The very reverse.
It maintains not only that virtue is to be desired, but that it is to be
desired disintrestedly for itself. Whatever may be the opinion of
utilitarian moralists as to the original conditions by which virtue is
made virtuc; However they may believe; (as they do) that actions and
dispositions are only virtuous hecause they promote another end than
virtue; yet this being granted, and it having been decided, from
considerations of this descriptions, what is virtuous, they not only place
virtue at the very head of the things which are good as means to the
ultimate end, but they also recognize as a psychological fact the pos-
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sibility of its being, to the individual, a good initself, without looking
to any end beyond it; and hold that the mind is not in a right state,
not in a state conformable to utility, not in the state most conducive
to the general happiness, unless it does love virtue in this manner —
as a thing desirable in itself, even although in the individual instance,
it should not produce those other desirable consequences which it
tends to produce and on account of which it is held to be virtue. This
opinion is not in the smallest degree, a departurc from the Happiness
principle. The desirable in itself and not merely when considered as
swelling an aggregate. The principle of utility does not mean that
any given pleasure, as music, for instance or any given exemption from
pain as for example health, is to be looked upon as means to a collection
something termed happiness, and to be desired on that account. They
are desired and desirable in and for themselves; besides being means,
they are a part of the end. Virtue, according to the utilitarian doctrine,
isnot naturally and originally part of the end, but it is capable of becoming
80;and in those who love it disinterestedly it has become so,and is desired
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and cherished, not as a means to happiness, but as a part of their hap-
piness.

If two or more instances of the phenomenon under first canon :
investigation have only one circumstance in common, the circumstance
in which alone all the instances agree, is the cause (or effect) of the
given phenomenon.

Second canon : If an instance in which the phenomenon under
investigation occurs, and an instance in which it does not occur, have
every circumstance in common save one, that one occuring only in the
former; the circumstance in which alone the two instances differ is
the effect, or the cause, or an indispensable part of the cause, of the
phenomenon.

Third canon : If two or more instances in which the phenomenon
occurs have only one circumstance in common, while two or more
instances in which it does not occur have nothing in common save the



40
Coplill ada L L Y (ot oV ) oLt Okl sla
SV Ty bW oW § ey sl e M e Y] Ol Yy
SV e Olicgedt) Obla 4 Gl ol 5 2 OF Lozl (BHY
A (AT G G Gl oy G § ey sl )
.l\,lnty(s),,}’g.?ﬁuuaﬁ;,ulmld,h»

aaild ¢l B ey gl il 06 gz bl G ul
O 3 Lol il 0Ty i o Lo ialh i B3]z &l 8
U ylee ST LW Ao Al ol G a2 i o 55T 3l
| G 5 Je U TS i

Sl Bl dydt pad d) pey ol Bl 3l o 200,
: Jyid 2 Cabslyal

(G985 p> J{ui, ¢ abllast jfi Obuil 3aby) of S Cads (500
(B Gy y aalllly g doly s (2 5 p g DLW T b Jo
OoF ehorly op gear 1y ¢« it 0 gl L ks O &l g ol
ey ged b ST c&ligg,u;sb\})cqaftb JsW e b
Ll oWl oS de 20l (Lo 3) i D1ai Yl dns IS Uy, 0 ane ygb

absence of this circumstance, the circumstance in which alone the two
sets of instances difffer, is the effect, or the cause, or an indispensable
part of the cause, of the phenomenon.

Fourth canon:Whatever phenomenon varies in any manner whenever
another phenomena varies in some particular manner, is either a cause
fact of causation.

According to the Calvinestic theory the one great offence of man
is self — will all the good of which humanity is capable, is comprised
in obedience. You have no choice; thus you must do, and no otherwise:
(whatever is not a duty, is a sin; human nature being radically corrupt,
there is no redemption for anyone until human nature is killed within
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him. To one holding this theory of life, crushing out any of the human
faculties, capacities, and susceptibilities, is no evil; man needs no
capacity, but that of surrendering humself to the will of God: and if
he uses any gf his faculties for any other purpose but to do that supposed
will more cflectually, he is better without them. That is the theory of
Calvinism; and it is held in a mitigated form, by many who do not
consider themselves Calvinists; the mitigation consiating in giving
a less ascetic interpretation to the alleged will of God; ascerting it 1o be
his will has mankind should gratify some of their inclinations; of course
not in the manner they themselves prefer, but in the way of obedience
that is, in a way prescribed to them by authority; and, therefore, by
the necessary conditions of the case, the same for all,

In some such insidious form there is at present a strong tendency to
this narrow theory of life, and to the pinched and hidebound type of
human character which it patronises. Many p , no doubt, sincerely
think that human beings thus cramped and dwarfed, are as their Maker
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design them to be; just as many have thought that trees are a much
finer thing when clipped into pollards, or cut out into figures of animals,
than as nature made them. but if it be any part of religion to believe
that man was made by a good being, it is more consistent with that
faith to beleive, that this being gave all human faculties that they might
be cultivated and unfolded not rooted, out and consumed, and that
he takes delight in every nearer approach made by this creatures to
the ideal conceplion embodied in them, every increase in any of their
capabilities of comprehension, of action of enjoyement. There is a
different type of human excellence from the Calvinestic; a conception
of humanitly as having its nature bestowed on it for other purposes
than merely to be obnegated. “Pagan self-assertion” is one of the elements
of Human worth, as well as “Christian-self Denial”.
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There is a Greek ideal of self-development, which the platonic and
Christian ideal of self-government blends with-but does not supersede.
It may be better to be a John Knox than an Alcibiades,but it is better to
be a Pericles than cither; nor would a Periciles, il we had one in these
days, be without anything good which belonged to John Knox.

It is not by wearing down into uniformity all that is individual in
themselves, but by cultivating it and calling it forth, within the limits
imposed by the rights and interests of others, that human beings become
a noble and beautiful object of contemplation.

First, if any opinion is compelled to Silence, that opinion may,
for aught we can certainly know, be true. To deny this is to assume
our own infalibility.

Secondly, though the silenced opinion be an error, it may, and
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very commonly does, contain a portion of truth; and since the general
or prevailing opinion on any subject is rarely or never the whole truth,
it is only by the collision of adverse opinions tha tthe inder of the
truth has any chance of being supplied.

Thirdly, even if the received opinion be not only true, but the whole
truth, unless it is suffered to be, and actually is, vigorously and earnetly
contested, it will, by most of those who receive it, be held in the manner
of a prejudice, with little comprehension or feeling of its rational grounds.
And not only this, but, fourthly, the meaning of the doctrine itsell
will be in danger of being lost or enfeebled, and deprived of ity vital
effect on the character and conduct: the dogma becoming a more
profession, inefficacious for good, but cumbering the ground and
preventing the growth of any real and heartfelt conviction, from reason
or personal experience.
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Analysis-of Mr. Mill’s System of Logic, London 1864
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The Student’s Handbook Synoptical & explanatory of J.S. Mill’s
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3 Pnnc.lplu of Political Economy with some of their applications
to Social Philosophy.
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® Memorandum of the Improv ts in the Administration of India,
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