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1See: Rocha, Elizabeth, A Native American Cinderella:
http://www.whootieowl.com/pdf/CIND/Story-jpgs.pdf
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http://rachelhopecrossman.blogspot.com/2011/03/cinderella-79-little-burnt-face.html

s YD Laly ksl c(Sootface: An Ojibwa Cinderella (1994)) 5

http://rachelhopecrossman.blogspot.com/2011/01/cinderella-13-sootface-ojibwa.html
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1 See: THE GEOGRAPHY OF STRABO, v. 8, Book 17, p. 93- 95.
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“Che Legend of Emham Ogaista!

Once upon a time, there was a man named Emham
Ogqgaista. He was blessed man in the belief of his
people. One morning, the younger brother of him
was working for some farmers in their farm. When
it was time for lunch, a lady came carrying lunch for
those farmers. The brother of Emham Ogaista went
to bring the dishes of lunch from the lady. When the
lady handed the boy the dishes from a high place, a
drop of her sweat fell down from her forehead on his
forenead. When the boy brought the dishes, the
owners of the farm smelled the woman's perfume on
him. Therefore, they accused him of kissing the
woman, or probably doing more! They conspired to
kill the boy, and they buried his body in the farm
where they were working.

In the evening, the boy did not return to the
home. So Emham Ogqaista began looking for him,
and asking the neighbors, but no one knew where he
had gone.

After days of searching in vain, Emham Oqaista
decided to travel to look for his brother, thinking that
he might have migrated to another country. Emham
Oqaista prepared himself well for the trip, provided
his wife and daughter with all their needs during his
absence, and bought seven sets of dresses for both
of them for the next seven years. He told his wife
he did not know when his return would be, but he
permitted her to marry after seven years. He then
travelled from one country to another.
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While Emham Ogaista was looking for his
brother, he came up with an idea to make two wings
of skin, in order to fly and find where his brother
was. He flew but the sun's heat melted the material
that he fastened the wings with. So he fell to the
ground, but God sent angels to rescue him. They
held him and lifted him up to the sky. He met his
brother in the heaven, and the brother told him the
story of his murder. However, he advised him to
take only the blood money from murderers, and not
to take avenge from them, in order to keep his great
reward from God. He also told him that he had
asked two crows to show people the place where the
murderers buried him. The two crows remained
croaking day and night and flying from the grave to
a nearby tree and vice versa. The boy also advised
Emham Ogaista to reward the two crows for their
good compliance with his order.

While Emham Ogqaista was on his way from
heaven to earth, he passed close to the angels who
distribute clouds and rain. He asked them to in-
crease the rain for a certain place of his tribe's farms
because the drought had badly hurt it. He asked
them to give that place a little bit more of rain, even
if it was just as little as what a head of a needle can
carry of water. The angels warned him that this
amount of water was too massive, and it was best for
him to be satisfied with their pre-determined amount.
Yet, he insisted on his demand for more rain, claim-
ing that he was the best one to know about the need
of his land and people. The rain was very heavy and
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it led to flooding. The farms in that place of Faifa
Mountains were doomed to destruction. Actually,
the affected area was later known for its old ruined
farms.

Then, Emham Oqaista came down in a light
cloud to the ground. He landed in an agricultural
terrace known today as “the cows’ terrace”.

The story claims that Emham Oqaista had re-
ceived an order when he was in the heaven, that he
must never look back whatever happened on his
way. However, when he arrived to (the cows’ ter-
race), he suddenly heard a great noise behind. He
could not prevent himself from turning back. He
saw that the terrace was overcrowded with cows, but
once he turned back, the ground swallowed them all
and they disappeared.

Then when Emham Ogaista arrived at a well
near his house, he found a girl there. He asked her
about her affairs and about her father and mother.
She told him that her father had traveled years ago,
and that they never heard about him ever since.
Emham Oqaista realized that the girl was his daugh-
ter, but he kept silent.

Emham Oqaista looked very exhausted from
hunger and cold. For this reason, the girl invited him
to her house. She told him that her mother's wed-
ding would be held in the evening. The story tells
that when Emham Ogqaista heard that from his
daughter, he put his ring in the mouth of the leather
water bag, which the girl was holding, and said:
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- “This is my modest gift on the occasion of
your mother’s marriage! | hope it would be
a good surprise for her! Please, don't let an-
yone see the ring except her!”

The girl laughed at that rusty ring but she ac-
cepted it anyway!

The man then followed the girl to her house.
He was very tired. When he arrived, no one of the
guests could recognize him because he was too slim
and weak after his long journey. When his wife
opened the mouth of the leather water bag, the ring
came out with the flush of water:

- “This ring is from a poor man, mom. | met
him at the well. When he knew about your
wedding, he gave me his ring as a gift to you.
| saw his poor condition in this cold rainy
night and invited him for diner and some
warmth.” (The girl told her mother).

The mother recognized her husband's ring but
she kept silent.

It was raining very heavily when the men were
preparing the dinner feast.

- “Oh my God, how similar the heavy rain is
tonight to the rain when Emham Oqaista
was here?!” (One of the men said, and the
others confirmed).
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Emham Ogqaista was listening to their words
from a corner in that place. When it was time to get
the heavy pots down from the cooking stoves, all the
men were unable to carry them down.

- “If you agree to give me only the portion that
sticks to the bottom of the pots, I will carry
them down for you!” (Emham Ogaista said).

They turned to the voice and laughed at his
miserable situation and condition! However, they
agreed just to have more fun.

The man stood up, stretched out his hand and
got out the mittens form their place. The guests
were surprised and began looking at each other:
“How could this strange man know the place where
the mittens were kept?!”

They were more astonished when they saw the
man carrying down the pots one after another. They
wondered and assumed that there was a mystery be-
hind him.

When they opened the pots, they found that all
the meat had stuck in the bottom of the pots, which
meant that all the meat had become for Emham
Ogqaista only. They immediately realized that the
man was Emham Oqaista himself. Therefore, they
left with disappointment and the wedding was over.

When Emham Oqaista settled well with his
family, he began to carry out his brother’s advice
and wish. First, he rewarded the two crows, which
had become very emaciated and featherless. Through-
out those years, they had never stopped croaking day
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and night, flying from a side in farm to a nearby tree
and turning back. He dug in that side and found the
bones of his murdered brother. He slaughtered his
ox and protected its meat for the two crows from
other birds, in reward for their commitment.

Then he faced the murderers of his brother, and
asked them to pay the blood money based on his
brother's wish. They confessed that they were the
murders, and agreed to pay him the blood money in
installments and they did. However, when Emham
Ogaista went to obtain the final installment form one
of them, he expressed his destitution and offered one
of his two rams instead. Emham Oqaista accepted
his offer. He started pulling the ram with difficulty,
while the man was pushing it strongly. Actually, the
ram did not want to move and tried to escape from
them. The other ram did not stop bleating and trying
to catch up with his brother. After several exhaust-
ing attempts, the farmer said:

- “O Muhammad, it looks like that you will not
benefit from your ram nor will | benefit
from mine because they are brothers and
they have grown up together. You can see
they can’t live apart. So could you, please,
exempt us from the rest of the blood money
or give us a chance to pay later?!”

At that moment, Emham Ogaista remembered
his brother who was killed by those farmers and got
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very angry. He unsheathed his dagger and rushed
stabbing the man violently, shouting at him:

- “How come I could endure the absence of my
brother while this animal could not endure
the absence of its brother?!”

S
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Once upon a time, there was a man who had two
wives living together in a village. One was very
beautiful and good while the other was evil with a
heart filled with jealousy and hatred. One day, the
two women were at a water well. The beautiful
one was washing and combing her hair, when her
co-wife deliberately pushed her into the depths of
the well.

The beautiful lady died in the well, and no
one knew where she had disappeared. Had she
been swallowed by the earth or flown up to the
sky? No one knew. However, God planted the
comb that had been in the beautiful lady’s hair,
and from that comb grew a beautiful Sidra tree,
from the very heart of the well.

This beautiful woman had a daughter named
Majada. As her mother died, Majada became under
the care of her evil stepmother. This evil woman use
to give Majada too much hard housework as well as
caring for the cows. The poor girl did not receive
proper clothing and was poorly fed. Therefore, the
girl used to go to the Sidra tree every day, shake it
and collect the fallen fruit, which turned into rai-
sins once they touched the ground, and she let the
cows graze there until evening.

Majada was very beautiful, as was her mother.
Therefore, the stepmother remained jealous of her,
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as she had been of her mother. She was stingy with
the child’s food and never gave her what she used to
give her own children. Yet, Majada grew up healthy
and well. This caused the stepmother to wonder
what the girl had been eating.

The question kept arising in the mind of the
stepmother. One morning she decided to send her
own daughter, Maya, with her stepsister Majada
hoping to find out the secret behind Majada’s good
health. Then, Maya was instructed by her mother to
watch Majada hoping to find out what she had been
eating.

Maya was well prepared for the task. Her
mother washed her well, put special oils on her
body, and dressed her in clean clothes. Then she or-
dered Majada to carry her stepsister on her back.
She warned Majada that if she found a trace of dirt
or soil on her daughter’s dress or skin, Majada
would be severely punished for her negligence. She
made sure her daughter was very well cleaned and
oiled, so that any dirt would show if she were ever
lowered to the ground.

When it was time for the cows to drink from
the well, the same well where the beautiful mother
had fallen in and died, Majada arrived and began
shaking the trunk of the Sidra tree as usual. The
fruits fell and turned into raisins. She ate some, and
offered some to her stepsister, who hid some in her
hair to show her mother later.

When Maya returned in the evening, she told
her mother that Majada was eating the fruit of the
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Sidra tree that was growing by the well. She re-
moved some of the raisins in her hair to show her
mother.

- “Majada eats of these!” She said.

She scattered them in front of her mother, but
the raisins had turned into some kind of cockroaches!
The mother screamed, panicked, and shouted:

- “Did you eat these with her?”

- “Yes, but they were not like this!” Maya re-
plied.

- “How did you eat cockroaches?” the mother
cursed.

Whatever the case, the lady was soon satisfied
that Majada was indeed eating insects. However,
the next day she decided to send her son also. The
information she had received from Maya was un-
convincing, and she could not believe it. Again, she
washed and oiled the body of the boy as she had
done for the girl, gave Majada the same instructions
to carry the child on her back, and warned of pun-
ishment for any kind of negligence.

Maya’s brother was a good boy, and he loved
his sister Majada. With the innocence of children,
he felt how harshly and unfairly his mother and fa-
ther were in treating Majada. He hid inside his hair
some of the body oil that his mother used. When he
and his sister left the house, he asked her to put him
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back on the ground. However, she was afraid to do
so remembering her stepmother's warns:

- “No, no, my brother, please! | am afraid that
my stepmother will know and punish me.”

- “Don’t worry! | hid some of the oil inside my
hair. Just let me down now to run and play,
you must be tired of carrying me, and in our
way back home | will apply the oil on my
body again as if nothing happened, and
nothing will be revealed to my mother.”

Majada agreed to put down her brother. The
boy played sometimes, and helped his stepsister with
her work other times. When Majada took the cows
to drink water from the well, she ate some raisins
from the amazing Sidra, and the boy ate with her.

In the evening, when Majada and her brother
got close to the door of their house, the boy gave the
oil to Majada who put the oil all over his body to
conceal any evidence that the boy had touched the
ground since the morning. Therefore, it appeared as
if she had carried him the whole day. Then, when
they arrived at the door, she pretended to be carrying
him on her back.

As expected, the stepmother wanted a full re-
port of events from her son.

- “Tell me, son! | hope that Majada did not put
you on the ground!”
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- “No, mom! God bless her, she has carried me
on her back from the time we left the house
until we came back!”

- “God bless her?! Forget this! I wonder what
kind of food you saw her eating?”

- “I would not believe it, mom, if | had not seen
it with my own eyes! She eats cockroaches,
as Maya has already told us!”

The stepmother became reassured. Majada
can eat her healthy and delicious food, without any
envy or stinginess.

The days passed. One day there was a circum-
cision ceremony for some neighbors in the village.
Maya’s mother dressed up for the occasion, and
dressed up her daughter Maya as well, in order to
attend the festival. Then they went together to the
grand celebration.

The stepmother could not miss any chance to
abuse Majada, so she scattered some grains in the
soil, mixed them well, and ordered Majada to pick
every single one, clean them well, and then grind
and cook them for their lunch. When she and her
daughter return from the ceremony, all this must be
done, in addition to the household chores and yard
work. In this way, Majada would find no chance to
attend the celebration with other people in the vil-

lage.
kesksk
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One day, it happened that Majada was shaking the
trunk of the Sidra tree as usual because she was hun-
gry, when suddenly she heard an appeal from the
tree:

- “Who is that jiggling my head?”

Majada became very scared and screamed in-
voluntarily. Yet, she replied:

- “it is me, Majada!”

- “Are you Majada?! Fear not, nor grieve, O
Majada! For I am your mother! Why are you
shaking my head like this?”

- “I’'m hungry; mom, and I can’t find what to
eat except the fruits of the Sidra tree!”

- “O my daughter, God is Mighty! T hope noth-
ing wrong happens to you! But tell me: is the
dusty cow still alive?”

(Majada’s mother had a dusty cow during her life).

- “No, my father slaughtered it.” (Majada an-
swered).

- “Slaughtered it? When?”

- “A few days ago...”

- “Well, listen! I want to give you an order that
| want you to follow and never forget!”

- “I’ll do, mom!”

- “Gather what you can find from the bones of
the cow, and then bury them in the donkey’s
room!”
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- “I’ll do. But why should I do this?! Why?!
Mom... mom... mo...”

The voice could no more be heard.

The next day, Majada did what her mother had
ordered her to do although she did not know the rea-
son behind it.

seskok

On the day of the ceremony, when Majada’s stepmother
gave her too many hard tasks to prevent her from
going to the circumcision festival, Majada remem-
bered her story with her mother near the Sidra tree,
and immediately went to the place where she buried
the bones of the cow. It came to her mind to dig the
ground to explore the secret behind her mother’s ex-
otic order. It was only when she removed some dust
from the hole, where she buried the bones, a won-
drous world of creatures burst off the hole. There
were slaves, servants, animals, chicken, treasures,
ornaments, and blazers that were all beyond imagi-
nation and description. She wore some of the blaz-
ers with the help of the slaves and servants who or-
namented her until she became a charming woman
whose beauty fascinates the minds. Then she asked
the chicken to separate the grains from the soil and
the slaves to sieve it. Then they ground the grains,
prepared the lunch, and cleaned the house. So eve-
rything became beautiful and well done.
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Then, Majada launched like a flying angel to
that ceremony. She was quite a beauty, and that ig-
nited her stepmother’s jealousy as it aroused her
jealousy of Majada's mother in the past.

Suddenly, Maya caught a glimpse of Majada
who was eye-catching among the girls in the cere-
mony. She stared at her, and when she almost recog-
nized her, she addressed her mother:

- “Mom, look how much this girl resembles
Majada!”

- “Hah, may God make Majada a redemption
of that girl! The comparison between them
is just as the comparison between soil and
Pleiades.”

Majada indulged herself and enjoyed the de-
lightful and amazing things her eyes fell on in the
festival. A young man was fascinated by her beauty
and kept cruising around her. He decided to know
about her family and the house she will return to in
the village. He also began dreaming of being en-
gaged to her as he became obsessed with her love
and attracted to her as the planets to the sun. The
young man kept his eyes on her. He was looking for
a chance to reach her and follow her among the
masses.

As the celebration was approaching its end,
Majada returned home quickly and the young man
followed her. It was said that he threw a small arrow
to her ankle in order to leave a sign to help him rec-
ognize her later.
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When Majada returned home, she called upon
her assistants, servants, slaves, animals and collected
the treasures, then sent them all to the hole in the
donkey’s room where they came from, and covered
the hole with soil. Then she wore the clothes she
was wearing before she went to the ceremony.

A few minutes later, Maya’s mother returned
home and was filled with anger because she found
no reason to criticize Majada. She gaped her mouth
at what she had seen of achievement and mastery,
and wondered: “how on earth could this girl do
things others can’t do?!”

Two or three days later, the young lover came
to Majada’s family and asked for her hand in mar-
riage. Majada’s father agreed although this made
her stepmother mad because the young man did not
choose her daughter Maya. She tried to change his
mind in different ways, but he refused to marry a girl
other than Majada. However, Majada had one con-
dition to accept the marriage: she asked to be given
all that was in the donkey’s room! Her condition
became a proverb among people in Faifa Mountains
for the thing that seems trivial but, in fact, it is of
great hidden value.

The stepmother and her daughter burst out
laughing because they thought it was so foolish to
request such thing. They did not know what secret
happiness was hidden in the donkey’s room for
Majada.
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- “Is this your only condition?!”” The stepmother
asked Majada.

- “Yes, it 1s.”

- “With pleasure! There is nothing but the donkey’s
dung. The donkey and its dung are yours!”

Later, when the brother of Majada’s husband
saw the happiness, luxury and comfort in his brother’s
life, he wanted to marry her sister, Maya, wishing that
his life with her would be as happy as his brother’s life
with Majada.

The brother asked for the hand of Maya, and
soon she became his wife. However, he did not find
in her what he had expected. Even worse, he found
out that Maya was an idiot, and she had bouts of de-
mentia. Although he was very upset with her, he
remained tolerant hoping that God will bring a
change into his life later.

One day, the brothers decided to travel to
Macca for Hajj. Majada was pregnant at that time,
and so was Maya. Majada had prepared a ram to slay
with the return of her husband from the pilgrimage.
However, she hid it from the eyes for fear of envy.
Majada gave birth to wonderful twin sons.

When Maya came to visit Majada, she asked her:

- “I see that you have two cradles. Where did
you get them from?”

- “I gave birth to a child, then | divided it into
two halves and | placed each half in a cra-
dle! So that when my husband gets back, he
thinks that I had two babies!” Said Majada.
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- “Wow! God’s willing!” Said Maya. Then she
added: ““You have always been very clever, sis-
ter. What’s that sound?”” (The sheep was behind
acurtain).

- “It’s just a dog that [ brought!” She answered.

- “Why?”

- “In order to sacrifice it when my husband
comes home safely!”

Majada’s house was very clean, well arranged,
and its walls were painted with mud.

- “Tell me, my sister, what do you do to make
your house so clean and beautiful?” Maya
asked Majada.

- “Itis simple. Ijust collect the dog’s feces and
use it to paint the walls of the house! This
is the secret behind the beautiful paint and
fragrant smell!”

seskosk
After a period, Maya gave birth to a baby girl. She
tore her child into two halves and put each half in a
cradle!

Then she managed to catch a mangy dog and
kept on feeding it in the morning and evening until
it became very large and fat. She also collected its
feces and used it to paint the walls and the roofs of
the house, just as her sister had mentioned, hoping
to please her husband when he gets back from Hajj.

The two brothers came back from Hajj. Majada’s
husband was very pleased to be back to the beautiful
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and wise wife and the two wonderful sons. He was also
happy with his clean house and its nice smell. On the
following day, he slaughtered the chubby ram and in-
vited all his relatives and neighbors to a feast.

On the other hand, when Maya’s husband ap-
proached the threshold of his house, she sent the
mad dog in his direction. The dog tore off his ele-
gant clothes into pieces and left scars all over his
body. He fled and sought shelter inside the house.
Nevertheless, the stinking smell of dead body and
the feces was much more horrible than the attack of
the dog!

Maya’s husband expelled his wife from the
house and divorced her later. He had no regret ex-
cept for his bad luck to have ever known that foolish
woman. Then, he spent a lot of time repairing his
house that Maya had spoiled.

Thus, according to Majada’s viewpoint, the
punishment that Maya and her mother got at the end
was remunerative to what she had suffered from the
persecution of her stepmother.

%
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Prof. Dr. Abdullah A. Alfaify is a full Pro-
fessor in King Saud University, College of Arts, Depart-
ment of Arabic Language and Literature, (Riyadh, King-
dom of Saudi Arabia). He is also a member of Ash-
Shura Council, in Saudi Arabia. He received his educa-
tion in Saudi Arabia and the United States of America.
He is a poet, critic, and academic researcher. He pub-
lished two collections of poetry, authored and published
several books, studies and articles.

On his web-site, (http://khayma.com/faify), there are
different pages about his archives and activities. Also,
you can visit his web-page:

http://faculty.ksu.edu.sa/dr.aalfaify/default.aspx

Books, Researches and Papers:

- The Keys of Pre-Islamic Poem, 2001; 2014.

- Faifa, (a poetic collection), 2005; 2012.

- The Critics’ Poetry, 1996; 2011.

- The Poets' Titles (A Study in The Roots of Arabic
Theory About Poetry and Criticism), 2009.

- Pre-Islamic poetry between Lyricism and objective
Representation, 2007.

- The Criticism of Values: Preliminary Approaches to
The Foundation of a New Method, 2006.


http://faculty.ksu.edu.sa/dr.aalfaify/default.aspx

The Poem-Novel: Genres Overlapping in The Rheto-
ric of The Modern Text: "The Belt" by Abi Dahman
as a Model, 2006.

A Reading in The Essential Structure of The Modern
Arabic Criticism (The Book of Dr. Ahmed Dhaif, "An
Introduction of The Study of Arabic Rhetoric": As a
Model), 2006.

The Modernism of The Poetic Text in Saudi Arabia,
2005.

Ibn Mogbel Poetry: Between Pre-Islamic Era and Is-
lamic Era, 1999.

A Reading in The Structure of Contemplative Text
(Geological Reading of "Hayy ibn Yagzan's Naba™:
As a Model), 1999.

The Visual Images of The Poetry of The Blind, 1996.
When | Was Drowned By The Night, (a poetic col-
lection), 1990.

In addition to other researches, critical studies and
many articles in Arabic newspapers.
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