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BRITISH NAVAL OPERATIONS
AGAINST TURKISH YAMAN
1914-1919 *

BY
JOHN BALDRY

HEN in 1840 the European Powers forced Muhammad *Ali, the
Egyptian viceroy, to abandon his imperial schemes in Arabia
the Higdz reverted to the Ottoman Empire. Nine years later Ottoman
forces landed at Hudaydah and Kamaran thereby restoring the
Yaman littoral to the Ottoman Empire. The Turks responded to an
attack against Hudaydah by “Asiri tribesmen in 1871 by despatching
a force which successfully subdued ‘Asir: the following year the
greater Part of the Yamani highlands were occupied by Turkey.
Midian was restored to Ottoman rule in 1891.

Several serious rebellions broke out throughout Yaman during the
next forty years but peace was restored in the highlands in 1911
with the conclusion of an agreement between Imdm Yahyi and the
Turks which both sides respected until the Turkish evacuation of
Arabia in 1919,

Between 1907 and 1918 Turkey failed to crush the revolt of Sayyid
Muhammad al-Idrisi in ‘Asir and the northern Yamani littoral.
In the south of the Peninsula the frontier between Turkish Yaman
and the Aden Protectorate was finally delimited in 1905,

Thus, when the First World War broke out Turkey administered
the whole length of the eastern shore of the Red Sea from ‘Agabah
to Sayh Sa‘id except for territory in ‘Asir controlled by tribesmen
loyal to the Idrisi. |

When war was declared on Turkey by the Powers of the Triple
Entente, it inevitably spread to the waters of Turkish Yaman, the
principal « artery connecting India, Australia and the East with the

* The fullowing abbreviations have been employed: FQ, Foreign Office; HP,
Hardinge Papers; 10, India Office; L/P&S, Letters Political & Secret; P&S Dept.,
Political & Secret Department; F&P Dept., Foreign & Political Department;
88, Secretary of State; VI, Viceroy; ADM or Adm., Admiralty.

Arabica, Tome X XV, Fascicule 2

(1978)
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Res., Aden to Secr. Govt, India in F & P Dept. on (V)
11.9.1914 in L/P & S$/10/559 f. 116.

Secr. Govt. Bombay, Pol. Dept. to Secr. Govt, India  (Y)
in F&P Dept. on 31.10.1914 in FO 371/2478 f. 186.

VR to SSIO on 7.11.1914 in FO 371/2478 f. 187 & Q)]
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VR to S8IO on 7.11.1914 in FO 371/2478 . 187 & (%)
in L/P & S/10/558.

FO to 10 on 16.11.1914 in L/P & S/10/558 f, 62, ()

Acting Res, Aden Secr, Govt, India, F&P Dept. on Y
13.11.1914 in FO 371/2478.

CHEETHAM ( Cairo ) to 10 on 13.11.1914 in L/P & 4%
S/10/558. f, 53 & f. 71.
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Instructions from Secr. Govt, India F&P Dept. to QY
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{8810 to VR on 22.11.1914 in HP 102 teleq. 942 f. 402 ()
in L/P & 8/10/560 f. 378. '
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Secr. Govt. India F & P Dept. to Res., Aden on Y
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Res. to Secr. Govt india, F&P Dept. on 24.11.1914 'CR W)
in L/P & 8/10/559.

Secr, Govt, Bombay, Pol. Dept. to Secr Govt India, (V&)
F & P Dept. on 27.11.1914 in L/P & §/10/539 f.188.

Secr. Govt. Bombay, Pol, Dept. io Secr Govt India, (\e)
F & P Dept. on 9.12.1914 in L/P & S/10/559 f. 189.
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CHEETHAM to Grey on 11.12,1914 in ADM 137/899 (¥ -)
f. 479 in L/P & 8/10/558 f. 18. See also War Diary
of G.S.0., Aden Brigade, 1-31.12.1914 in WO
95/5434,

Res. to Adm. on 4.12.1914 in- ADM 137/899 f. 475. (Y\})

I



é pena 3lis! M,Juwum ,n = u..,LM. s 63l ,.m i

« L-uUKAJTUMJm1» QJ_*J‘gmuA\A_vAJ
« ‘,_,__A > m uJ,blL YQL_‘AH 4 ( Empress of Russia)
(Philomel ) s La daall efay Laies ¢ (") Coaey

€ oes Hoh ) g Cealsd )y 4 ¢ Lall »uwt.u,\;lL.fL.dld

CJ‘4AJ@U CﬁL_m&J‘JAQA Jiq__m| Ll djkiﬂ‘L;-LAA

aJu)s QAL}41_45J14MAA S—agi dua LYV Al y
( )(Perlm) (Q_U_.<uj_m)

«_yuxy‘_foi» u&\L;dkujﬂii‘Jig‘LyJQA_)M&‘3&3 '
ll.u.a.xr‘ Lt..t.s.(M R L)LS ,_:_H LJA_\‘” L..:Lx _9‘._.“ ‘:5“““)'“ L.A‘g.”

i dag Baeli g it Jsmandls  Lisles dlgal — Nl -
e () %J’f“leﬂﬁJl Wl sad ol el s sblall,

a9l §allall i cals Loyl o By

544L1q._Jh A‘F~1LS ildehL_A“ UA QAM»LA ﬁALA;

Res. to 1Q on 4121914 in L/P & S/10/558. (YY)

WO 90/5434 :
tbid. . iy
British Desidsrata in 'lurkey in Asm Report - of - ""'(\‘0)

Proceeoimgs & Appendices of a. Commlttee oppomt—
‘ed by the Prime Minister in CAB 27/1 1. 27.

Wair Dlury of G.8.0.,  Aden Br:gode 1-31,12.1914 in (Y\”)

- 5 od

— Y

A e e

e



PAAYe il g dlay Gpend I eayl sl Y
sk b gy 8 plill dhl i e paglall (a.‘.\.‘&.l\ C)a.Tm
osisll dalja ST Jag ¢ ol dogSal 5l sl sy
Laladl 8 laelad opall €3 Aiayg o el Y g0 dalast ]
(o_ml\ oo wilaalat u—hl.u dugiadl da ) olall Calall WLNM
s (“) e d
ufauu'iuau,;ll_‘ ool aiglh B0 5, sl a3,
‘L—-AJALE‘—!_)@.LL' Lﬂ.ﬂét_:):.” Mawula)3|;i| u‘w
o daall fas (4 gkl il (4l sl ) ol 8l sl
ea—iNave b @ lha sl sl 5,01 Lulal &L‘fii}‘ ds
5 S3 (Churchill) La u_Jl (Crewe)éﬁ'_pg Lgpu
lasali oot o3V g 2oty mts sigll 8055 of Joi
U o Baa AST s Jaladl C;&L'l oo 4l Al ueay!
Al el B, 55 e K3 sk, o (") € soaYl ol ¢ il a
Lall il Bl oty Lo oo Lot > i Lyl el
eVl a5 Gpbedl LN (¢ Lty
G YTy o JUall el G panll dalall @ dalall
il A pall cadl Cala e @llin Joe (of 3lasl
o (") Cosay o d il all @il e caloglanll | galsy o
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563-4.
Adm. to 10 on 26.1.1915 in FO 371/2478 . 60. (YV)
SSI0 to VR on 9.2.1915 in HP 99.Teleg. 91. (YA)
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Res, to Secr. Govt India on 17.21915 in L/P & V)
5/10/560 f. 218; also in FO 371/2478 f. 116 & f. 191,

Adm, to SSI0 on 19.2.1915 in L/P & S/10/560 £.215 (V)
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Noval C.-in-C., Port Said to Secr. Govt India, marine  (¥)
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FO to 10 on 25.2.1915'in L/P & S/10/560 . 213 & (%)
10 to FO on 20.2.1915 in FO 371/2478 f. 120.
SSI0 to VR on 25.2,1915 in FO 371/2478 f. 136; (®)
repeated in Ibid., f. 191 & again in HP 99 Teleg.
130 f. 36.
VR to 83! on 3.3.1915 inL/P & &/10/560 . 203; H
repeated lbid. f. 210. Also in HP 99, Teleg. 143
f. 61 & HP 102, Teleg. 1200 f. 588 b. See also VR to
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Times Hist. War, op. cit., X, 367 & 402-4, 4]

Secr. Govt. India, F&P Dept, to Res. on 3.3.1815 in (A)
L/P & S/10/560 f. 203&in FO 371/2478 f. 191,

Res. to Secr. Govt. India, F&P Dept. on 3.3.1915 in  (4)
L/P&8/10/560 f. 203.

Res. to SSIO on 7.3.1915 in L/P&S/10/560 f, 209. (\-)
Also in FO 371/2478 f. 164 & repeated Ibid. f. 191.
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Repeated in FO 371/2478 f. 165.

Res. to Secr. Govt, India, F & P. Dept. (\Y)
VR to SSIO on Repeated in 11.3.1915 in HP 89, Teleg. (\Y)
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VR to §SIO on HP 102, Teleg. 903, f. 423. YA

F & P Dept. to Res. on 10.12,1914 in L/P & S/10/559, (\)
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f. 452,
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Ibid., 1-30.4.1915 in WO 95/5434. (Yo)
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A Further note on British policy in Arabia and its 'Sy
relation to British Moslem Policy by G.S. SYMES,
Khartum, 15.2.1915 in HP 71, f. 917. :

Res. to Secr. Govt. India, F&P Dept. 13.6.1915 in° (YV)
L/P & S/10/559 f. 56; Res. to FO on 13.6.1915 inFO

371/2478 . 269 : VR to SSIO on 15.6.1915 in HP 99,
Teleg. 368 f. 170.

War Diary OC Perim in WO 95/5436. (YA

Res. to FO on 16.6.1915 in FO 371/2478 f. 271 : VR (YQ)
to SSIO on 15.6.1915 in L/P & 5/10/559 f. 56.
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VR to CHAMBERLAIN on 16.6,1915 in HP 103, Teleg. (V%)
. 1374, 1,680 - I.

8810 to VR on 17.6.1915 in HP 99, Teleg. 431 f. (¥o)
130 & HP 103, Teleg. 1716 f. 739.
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Sno, Egypt to Adm. on 13.5.1916 in ADM 137/547 (£Y)
f. 449,

Wer Diary OC Perim in WO 95/5436 : War Diary (¢yy -

OC Royal Garrison Artillery, Perim in WO 95/5437.
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Sno, Egypt to Adm. on 15.7.1916 in ADM 137/547 (%)
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Memorandum respecting the Settlement of Turkey (&¢y
and the Arabian Peninsula by Political Intelligence
Dept. of FO in CAB 27/37 f. 171.
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The officer who had previously ordered the shelling (%)
of Kamaron was recalled to Hudaydah after the
Empress of Russia shelled Salif (War Diary of
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